
 

   
 

Virtual Meeting  

MINUTES1  

Thursday, 20 January 2022 

ATTENDANCE:  

Members Present: Yolanda Sonnier, Jon Steuernagle, Jackie Scott, Cheryl Mattis, Andrea Nunez, Monica 

Krebs, Dina Ward, Chuck Chandler, Alicia Altamirano, Jessica Epps, Leslie Iampieri, Lt. Eric Kruhm, Sara 

Cochran, Stephen Liggett-Creel and Jennifer Ritter. 

Members Absent: Vinitha Nithianandam, Christina J. Bostick, Mariana Izraelson, Andrew Heiliger, Rich 

Gibson, Dave Francis, Lauren Blake, Tamera Bulla and Donna Bauer. 

Others in Attendance: Briana McNemar, Kathy Jordan, Leslie Petak, Susan Allen, Nick Weikel, Paloma 

Leon, Rachel Sye, Tania Araya, Lisa Sloyer, Heidi Weiss-Beedie, Jessica Emerson, Heather Heiman and 

Meaghen Murphy. 

Special Guests: Dr. Calvin Ball, Howard County Executive, and Ms. Jennifer Jones, Deputy Chief of Staff 

to the Howard County Executive  

MEETING SUMMARY: 

1. MEETING OPEN  

a. 1:00 pm; Yolanda Sonnier, Chair, Howard County Human Trafficking Prevention Coordination 

Council (HTPCC), opened the meeting by welcoming committee members. Yolanda Sonnier 

recognized the attendance of special guests: Dr. Calvin Ball, Howard County Executive, and Ms. 

Jennifer Jones, Deputy Chief of Staff to the Howard County Executive. 

Andrea Nunez welcomed and introduced new attendees: Rachel Sye, Tania Araya and Lisa Sloyer 

with TurnAround; and Jessica Emerson, Heather Heiman and Meaghen Murphy with the Human 

Trafficking Prevention Project.  

Dr. Calvin Ball, Howard County Executive, thanked Andrea Nunez for her phenomenal energy and 

leadership, also recognizing the great work of the council. Dr. Ball stated Human Trafficking is a 

critical issue and the work of the council is incredibly important. He issued a proclamation, 

commending Yolanda Sonnier, as Chair of the Human Trafficking Prevention Coordination Council 

for her outstanding efforts in leading the council and proclaimed January 20th Human Trafficking 

Prevention Month in Howard County.  

Yolanda Sonnier thanked Dr. Calvin Ball for the recognition and extended gratitude to the full 

council for their dedication.  

2. Establishment of Quorum  

a. The Roll was taken: Thirteen Committee members were in attendance. Yolanda Sonnier declared 

the Committee was in quorum and brought the meeting to order. 

 



   
 

   
 

3. Consideration of Meeting Minutes 

a.  Ms. Sonnier entered the 18 November 2021 Committee minutes and opened for discussion. 

Jennifer Ritter motioned to accept the minutes as written. Monica Krebs seconded the motion. A 

voice vote of official members was taken and approved without opposition or abstentions. 

4. Presentation: OVC Performance Report Summary 

a.  Andrea Nunez presented a summary of the OVC Performance Report for the 6-month period of 

April 1- September 30, 2021. (Please see attachment A.) 

Monica Krebs shared Howard County specific data from the National Human Trafficking Hotline 

for 2020. There were 35 substantive signals made from Howard County in 2020. This number 

does not refer to cases but is based on contacts made to the hotline- reports could be for 

concerns happening in a location outside of the county. There were 5 potential trafficking cases 

in Howard County in 2020. This only includes cases that were reported to the hotline and is not 

representative of all cases.  

Dr. Calvin Ball, exclaimed it was wonderful that the county has access to those numbers. He 

requested data from previous years, if possible, to then identify any trends. Monica Krebs noted 

she would share available data with Andrea Nunez.   

Jessica Emerson with the Human Trafficking Prevention Project shared her organization is seeing 

a significant increase in numbers and complexity of cases. She does not anticipate the numbers 

changing, explaining that the pandemic has only exacerbated the need for services. 

5.  Presentation: Review of Recommendations from 2019 Howard County Human Trafficking 

Prevention Coordinating Council Report with: Howard County Executive Dr. Calvin Ball  

Andrea Nunez and Briana McNemar, reviewed overall progress towards the 2019 

Recommendations and Work plan for 2022 (Please see attachment B.) 

Dr. Calvin Ball expressed gratitude for the presentation and thanked the council, expressing 

excitement for the continued work of the council in 2022.    

6. Announcements and Events of Importance 

a. February 25: Training, Outreach and Partnerships Committee, 10 am- 11:30 am.   

b. March 17: Human Trafficking Prevention Coordination Council Full Meeting, 1:00pm – 2:30pm. 

 

7. Additional Items for Discussion 

a.  Andrea Nunez assigned the following tasks to appointed members: 1) Plan for one virtual or in 

person community training, presentation or other outreach event or initiative you can facilitate in 

2022, and 2) By March 10, send Briana an interesting scholarly or news article or short report 

relating to labor law and/or labor trafficking. 

Yolanda Sonnier stated the HTPCC will only be as strong as what the members bring to it, requiring 

a collective effort.  



   
 

   
 

b. Lt. Eric Kruhm directed a question for Rachel Sye, whether TurnAround had seen an increase in 

familial trafficking, explaining that it was a topic of discussion at a recent training and HCPD 

worked a case in 2019. Rachel Sye stated they have not yet identified an increase. She noted they 

have seen occurrences in the past, but due to COVID numbers have been low.  

c. Stephen Liggett-Creel posed a clarifying question regarding a current report involving an 

unaccompanied minor and the potential for trafficking. Monica Krebs and Andrea Nunez agreed 

the report did not seem to possess any coercive element. They suggested he make a report to 

Office of Refugee Resettlement.  

d. Stephen Liggett-Creel inquired whether there was a specific curriculum for youth the OHTP 

utilized for youth training. Andrea Nunez answered that her office is still working to identify one 

but could create something until a curriculum has been identified. Rachel Sye shared the Maryland 

Human Trafficking Task Force has stressed the importance for a more unified approach to youth 

curriculum across the state.  

8. Next Coordination Council Meeting Date(s) 

a. The next meeting of the Howard County Human Trafficking Prevention Coordination Council will 

be held March 17, 2022. The meeting will be virtual.  

9. ADJOURNMENT:  

a. 2:27 pm; Yolanda Sonnier closed the meeting and directed the Council to stand in adjournment 

until 17 March 2022. 

 

 

Minutes were drafted by: Briana McNemar  

 

Yolanda Sonnier 

Chair 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



   
 

   
 

Notes:  

1) The meeting was conducted virtually due to the COVID-19 pandemic.  

 

Attachments:  

A) Presentation: OVC Performance Report Summary 

B) Presentation: Review of Recommendations from 2019 Howard County Human Trafficking 

Prevention Coordinating Council Report with: Howard County Executive Dr. Calvin Ball 

  



   
 

   
 

 

 

ATTACHMENT A 

Presentation:  

OVC Performance Report Summary 

20 January 2022 

 

 

  



   
 

   
 

 

 



   
 

   
 

 

 



   
 

   
 

 

 



   
 

   
 

 

 

 

  



   
 

   
 

 

 

ATTACHMENT B 

Presentation:  

Review of Recommendations from 2019 Howard County Human Trafficking Prevention Coordinating 

Council Report with: Howard County Executive Dr. Calvin Ball 

20 January 2022 

 

 

 

 

 

  



   
 

   
 

 

 



   
 

   
 

 

 



   
 

   
 

 

 



   
 

   
 

 

 



   
 

   
 

 

 



   
 

   
 

 

 

 


